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productively utilised and carefully preserved." 43 In this
respect, the library has a vital role to play in the acquisition,
processing and dissemination of information to clientele.
It is their responsibility to provide information support to
research work as 'Partner-in-Progress.J Therefore, the prime
object of a library is to provide right information to the
right user at the right time. Moreover, the library is expec-
ted to provide such information support throughout the
period of research, in the form and fashion needed, in spite
of the fact that the growth of knowledge is in constant flux.

The university has a clear responsibility in this regard
and specific objectives to achieve. In universities, the infor-
mation needs of researchers are quite different and distinc-
tive from that of postgraduate students and teachers. Here,
scholars are required to refer to all nascent information
relating to their specific subject areas. Therefore, univer-
sity libraries must acquire all documents both on macro as
well as micro levels for providing required support to
researchers. Thus, the library has the onerous task of
acquiring all relevant literature and supply it to scholars
working in different departments.

It is, however, by no means an easy task, to keep all
scholars abreast of the latest developments of their specific
subject fields. Thus, providing an easy access to
the document collection and communicating the re-
quired information becomes the prime function of a
library. In order to meet the information needs of the
research community, the library profession has developed
appropriate services like Documentation Service, Selective
Dissemination Information (SDI) and Current Awareness
Service (CAS), etc. These services are particularly suita-
ble for project-oriented and personal-oriented research
programmes. With the help of these developed services,
the library profession is now capable of churning the ocean
of literature and picking up relevant essence of information.
Library professionals are now-a-days in a position to pick
up pertinent information from the vast documentary sour-
ces available to provide pin-pointed, exhaustive and expe-
ditious information to research community.